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MASONIC MEDALS. 


Under this Title we do not include the “jewels” or other similar objects belonging to the 
“regalia” of the Order. ‘These, when of a medallic form, belong generally to the class of engraved 
medals, which we consider to be false medals, or psegglo-medals, It relates, on the contrary, to 
medals or medalets, struck and distributed at large, by [Odges in various countries, with the view to 
commemorate the foundation of such brotherhoods, or other incidents in their respective history. 
To do honor to brethren esteemed or beloved has been another not unfrequent motive for their pro- 
duction; while others again, in France more particularly, served as ‘* jetons de présence” in the way 

_ explained in the article on the Castorland piece, Vol. II., pp. 34-35. Only two have anything of 
the nature of coins. Of these, one is a Ducat, issued at Brunswick, 1745, bearing»on one side a 
figure"of Harpocrates, the god of silence, with the apt exhortation FAVETE LINGVIS, 6m thet... 
other a Level held over six rough-hewn blocks of with *!\c legend, from ddorace like the former, ‘ 
nk SORTITVR_INSIGNES at IMOS. “he second is a ar pesinny of ona 
different, only slightly varying patterns. is latter was struck in 1790, and was as mu 
intended for iitindiapendin other innumerable English tokens of that day. It has, on the obverse, 
the Arms of the Grand Lodge of London, with the legend PRINCE OF WALES ELECTED 
G M, 24 NOV. 1790: on the reverse, a Triangle enclosing a child and Masonic emblems; the 
motto WISDOM STRENGTH & BEAUTY, one word on each leg of the figure; and, outside of 
this, SIT LUX ET LUX FUIT. The edge of each variety is distinguished by a different circum- 
scription: (1) Masonic Har penny Toxen moccexciv, (2) Masonic Toxen I. Scercurey Fecir 
1794, (3) Harr penny Payasre Ar Tue Brack Horse Towers, 

i jave met with but one example of a Masonic Medal bearing legends in secret character. - 

» has been already described in curlanmny Mot IU, na, With that excantion the inscriptions are 
in the vernaculr of the country where they appeared, or in Latin, or—im one or two cases~—Greck. 
Of tlie last we have a specimen at this moment before us in a fine reverse by Loos of Berlin, 1840; 
to a silver medal which celebrates the fiftieth anniversary of a brother’s initiation. Three females 
hold, each one a key, on a book which lies on an altar before a standing figure veiled. The well- 
known inscription on this altar, ETQ EIMI TIAN TO TETONOS KAI ON KAI EXSOMENON, 
“T am all that was, and is, and is to be”, shows that this personage is the mysterious goddess of 
Egyptian Sais. 

There are two works extant on Masonic Medals, both of which are in German. ‘The first in 
point of time, entitled «« Numotheca Numismatica Latomorum”, by Ernst Zacharias, appeared in cight 
successive parts of quarto form, each one containing six plates, between the years 1840 and 1846, 
The second is Merzdorf’s “ Die Denkminzen der Freimaurerbriderschaft”, published at Oldenburg, 
1851, more accurate, and far more complete than the other, but not illustrated. 

It would gratify us to extract from these interesting compilations a few of their careful accounts of 
remarkable Masonic Pieces. But want of space deters us from presenting more than one to our 
readers, ‘The Medal in question is by the celebrated Belgian artist Hart ; and originated, according 
to Zacharias, in the following manner. The Archbishop of Mechlin promulgated, December 1838, 
an Interdict against the Free-Masons of Belgium. As however—says our author—Truth breaks its 
way through all obstructions, being deeply implanted in the human breast by the supreme Master of 
the Universe, the Interdict failed to accomplish the purposed suppression. All those brethren who 
had long since withdrawn from the association, now resumed their activity, new working-places were 
formed, admittance to the lodges in Belgium was more frequently solicited ; and so that Edict effected 
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exactly the contrary to what it aimed at. The Grand Lodge issued a Medal, of which the following 
is a description : 


Osv. A Serpent entwining a File_and biting on it. Leg. * La Mag .*. Vivra ¢ Dieu Le Veurx 
Gr. Or. De Bercique 5838. 
Rev. 


PREC.*.MAQ.*. 


ADORE LE G.",ARCH,".DE L’UN,*..AIME 
TON PROCHAIN, NE FAIS POINT DE MAL, FAIS 
DU BIEN, LAISSE PARLER LES HOMMES, LE CUL~ 
TE LE PLUS AGREABLE AU G.". ARCH.". DE L’UN.*. CON- 

SISTE DANS LES BONNES MOEURS ET DANS LA _ PRA- 
TIQUE DE TOUTES LES VERTUS. FAIS DONC LE BIEN POUR 
L’"AMOUR DU BIEN LUI-MEME, TIENS TOUJOURS TON AME DANS 
UN ETAT ASSEZ PUR POUR PARAITRE DIGNEMENT DEVANT LE G.", 





ARCH.". QUI EST DIEU, AIME LES BONS, PLAINS LES FAIBLES, FUIS 

LES MECHANTS, MAIS NE  HAIS PERSONNE. PARLE SOBREMENT AVEC 
LES GRANDS, PRUDEMMENT AVEC TES EGAUX, SINCEREMENT AVEC TEs 
AMIS, DOUCEMENT AVEC LES PETIT8,; TENDREMENT AVEC LES PAUVRES. NE 


FLATTE POINT TON FRERE, C'EST UNE TRAHISON; SI TON FRERE TE FLAT- 
TE, CRAINS Qu'IL NE TE CORROMPE, ECOUTE TOUJOURS LA VOIX DE TA CONS- 
CIENCE. SOIS LE PERE DES PAUVRES, CHAQUE SOUPIR QUE TA DURETE LEUR 
ARRACHERA AUGMENTERA LE NOMBRE DES MALEDICTIONS Qui TOMBE- 
RONT SUR TA  TETE. RESPECTE L’ETRANGER VOYAGEUR, AIDE-LE; SA  PERSON- 
NE EST SACREE POUR Tol, e LES QUERELLES, PREVIENS LES INSULTES, 
METS TOUJOURS LA RAISON DE TON COTE. RESPECTE LES FEMMES, N'ABUSE 
JAMAIS DE LEUR FAIBLESSE, ET MEURS PLUTOT QUE DE LES DESHONORER, 
S81 LE G.*. ARCH .*. TE DONNE UN FILS, REMERCIE- LE, MAIS TREMBLE SUR LE DE- 
POT QU'IL TE CONFIE; SOIS POUR CET ENFANT L'IMAGE DE LA _ DIVINITE, FAIS 
QUE jusqu’A 10 ANS IL TE CRAIGNE, QUE jJusQu’A 20 IL T’AIME, QUE Jusqu’A 
LA MORT IL TE RESPECTE. jusqu'A 10 ANS SOIS SON MAITRE, JusQvA 20 
SON i j , fA MORT SON AMI. PENSE A_ LUI DONNER DE BONS 
PRINCIP rLuTOT QUE DE WELLES) MANIERES; QU’ TE. DOIVE UNE... DRM. 
Ture SChamrée ET NON PAS UNE FRIVOLE £LEGANCE; FAIMLE 1&0 : 
“TouME pPLeTéT “Qu “WARE. HOMME. st TU RovGIs. DE Ton ETAT CEST Gee 
GUEIL}; SONGE QUE CE N'EsT PAS* “TA PLACE” “Qor” _ DEGKA- 
DE, MAIS LA FAGON DONT TV WEXERCES, Lis ET PROFITE, VOIS — T ‘ 
TE, REFLECHIS ET TRAVAILEE}  RAPPORTE Tour A 
TES FRERES ; C'EST TRAVAILLER POUR ‘TOI-MEME. SOIS CON- 
TENT PARTOUT, DE TOUT ET AVEC TOUT. REJOUIS-TOI DANS 
LA JUSTICE; COURROUCE-TOI] CONTRE L'INIQUITE; sSOUF- 
FRE SANS TE PLAINDRE, NE JUGE PAS  LEGERE- 
MENT LES ACTIONS DES HOMMES ; NE BLAME 
POINT ET LOVE ENCORE MOINS; C'EST AU 
G.". ARCH.*. DE L'UN,*. QUI SONDE LES 
COrURS A APPRECIER P 
















In this Inscription we observe not fewer than one thousand six bundred and 4 oti 

» without including the points of punctuation; or, if we be wrong in our estimate, we invite corret- 

tion from any one who will undertake the agreeable task of counting them again. As the size of the 

medal—which we have in our collection—is but 32 by the American scale, or a circle of one inch 

radius, it is therefore quite a little miracle of patience and skill, while to the Latomic brotherhood it 
must possess great interest as an exposition of their morality, 

Under the head « America”, Merzdorf presents five Masonic pieces; and we think it of importance 
to translate and transcribe this portion of his book, omitting merely some references to authorities, 
which would be useless because the works are inaccessible to American readers. The first is the 
well-known Washington Masonic Medal, considered a rarity with us, and to be valued, we presume, 
at from $25 to $100, according to condition. With the other four we have no acquaintance, 


~“1.* 1797. Opv. Portrait looking left, with the legend: G. Wasnincron Presmpent. Beneath, 1797. Rev. 
Masonic Carpet with various Masonic symbols. Leg. Amor, Honor. Et, Justitia. G. W. G. G. M. 


From the Lodges of Pennsylvania, on the election of Washington as Grand- Master. 


ee + New York, 1829. The Supreme Council there sends to the Grand-Orient of France an engraved Medal, Summer 
Istice, 1829. 

III. + 1841. Union Lodge awards to Brother J. P. Marc. Henry a gold Memorial Medal, 

IV. { Medal of the same Lodge to C, F. Bauer, 1843. Osv. Ina Star, a Triangle with G. Leg. Union Francaise 
On.*, De New Yorx. Rev.In eleven lines, Av T.-. C.. F.*. | Ch’, Ferd Bauer | En récompense de ses | bons services envers 

















* Known to Merzdorf from personal inspection, + Known to Merzdorf from description only. ¢ In Merzdorf"s Collection. 
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la | R.*. LG, et comme | témoignage d’amitié | et de reconnaissance | de la part de ses FF.". | 2™° J.. 3 M.*. M.°. | Van 
de la V.°. Lum.°. | 5843. 

V. * Old Friends at New York. Osv. Two clasped Hands; above them, Grann Atrrep Improvep; beneath, 
Founpep | By | Brother Sansum | Avcusr 5TH 1818 | 47 Lonces | 20,000 Mempers | Orver or Orp Faienps. Rev. 
Cross, between two Keys lying one over the other, on the one side, and two Swords in the same position on the other side; 
beneath, Ladder, Square, Crown, &c. Above, near the Cross O. F., around the Crown G, A. O. 





MAXIMIN AND MAXIMUS. 


The Numismatist—we do not say the mere collector, for whom our contempt grows daily more 
profound—but the Numismatist, whose cabinet is the guide, as it is the motive and the stimulant, 
of his investigations in History, finds continual cause to wonder at the life-like aspect which antique 
as well as modern heroes assume in his eyes, when the biography of the former is illustrated by some 
sestertius or denarius in his possession. Details and minutia, once slurred over or yawned at in 
treading, become interesting enough when we have ocular evidence of their actuality under our own 
control, to contemplate and manipulate at will. “ What Roman Emperor was a giant exceeding eight 
feet in height, and a monster every way, in mind as in body” ?—is a question which may be asked 
and answered, or not answered, with al] the indifference of pedagogue and pupil; but the numis- 
matic student, who under the heads Maximinus I., A.D. 235-238, and Maximus Cassar, can 
exhibit the coin-struck portraits of this father and son, the former with such characteristic reverses 
as FIDES MILITVM or LIBERALITAS AVG., the latter in all his youthful glory as PRINC. 
IVVENTVTIS, and has studied up their story and th@® fate in his coin-books and histories, classes 
them thenceforward among his actual acquaintances, and really knows them better than the common- 
place and masked associates of his daily life. It may be taken for granted that whatever was at any 
time thought worthy of being recorded on a coin possessed no small intrinsic interest. A Numis- 
matico-Historic treatise, therefore, if it but properly explain its subject-matter, must necessarily 
repay, as well as deserve, attention. 

But we need go no farther than the most obvious fountain of knowledge to obtain our first inform- 
ation as to the elder one of these two princes. In a passage, the dramatic tone of which is some- 
what at variance with the usual stately progress of his narrative, the great historian of the * Decline 
and Fall” has thus related the origin of the destroyer of Alexander Severus. 

It was about thirty-two years—he tells us—before the murder of that estimable monarch, when 
the emperor Septimius Severus, “ returning from an eastern expedition, halted in ‘Thrace, to celebrate, 
with military games, the birth-day of his younger son, Geta. The country flocked in crowds to 
behold their sovereign, and a young barbarian of gigantic stature earnestly solicited, in his rude dia- 
lect, that he might be allowed to contend for the prize of wrestling. As the pride of discipline 
would have been disgraced in the overthrow of a Roman soldier by a Thracian peasant, he wag 
matched with the stoutest followers of the camp, sixteen of whom he successively laid on the 
ground. His victory was rewarded by some trifling gifts, and a permission to enlist in the troops. 
The next day the happy barbarian was distinguisned above a crowd of recruits, dancing and exult- 
ing after the fashion of his country. As soon as he perceived that he had attracted the emperor’s 
notice, he instantly ran up to his horse, and followed him on foot, without the least appearance of 
fatigue, in a long and rapid career. ‘*'Thracian”, said Severus with astonishment, “art thou dis- 
posed to wrestle after thy race”? “ Most willingly, Sir”, replied the unwearied youth; and, almost 
in a breath, overthrew seven of the strongest soldiers in the army. A gold collar was the reward 
of his matchless vigor and activity, and he was immediately appointed to serve in the horse guards 
who always attended on the person of the sovereign”. 

Little could Septimius have dreamed that the laurel which encircled his own head was destined, 
after the lapse of a generation, and through the murder of the last and best of his house, to decorate, 
in fantastic inappropriateness, the temples of this super-human savage. ‘‘ Crowns bought with blood _ 
must be by blood maintained”; and so the progress of Maximin’s reign was in harmony with: its 
commencement. His sanguinary excesses, however, are not here our care; we concern ourselves 
rather with some of the singularities of the imperial ogre. ‘The bracelet of his wife Paulina served 
him as a ring; his daily food consisted of from forty to sixty pounds of meat, but he abstained from 
vegetables ; he washed down his repasts with an amphora Capitolina, or almosc six gallons, of wine 
per diem; he could draw with ease a heavily loaded wagon, knock out a horse’s teeth with a blow 
of his fist, or break the animal’s leg with a kick; to his countenance withal, “‘ the remarkable mag- 
nitude of his eyes communicated a bold and imposing expression”. 

To judge from the coins of Maximin, however, his features were anything but regular or prepos- 
sessing ; and, in the words of his annalist, aspectu quogue erat borrendus. Those of his son Maximus, 





* Known to Merzdorf from pérsonal inspection, 
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on the contrary, are more in accordance with the admiration in which that prince was held by the 
demi-monde of his time :—**Tantae pulchritudinis fuit ut passim amatus sit a procacioribus feminis”. 
The youth was equally remarkable, says Professor Ramsay, in Smith’s “ Dictionary of Greek and 
Roman Biography and Mythology”—a work which we have already mentioned as indispensable to 
the numismatic student—* for the surpassing beauty of his person, the elaborate finish of his dress, 
and the excessive haughtiness of his demeanor”, When Maximin made this paragon his colleague, 
he declared one of his motives to be that the Roman people and that ancient Senate of theirs might 
swear they had never had an emperor of finer appearance. To enhance it, Maximus not only paid 
so much attention to his attire that no woman in the world was more particular, but was wont to 
array himself in a golden or silver cuirass, with spear and shield plated with gold, and the latter set 
with gems. The swords he wore were of gold or silver to the eye, and his helmet was incrusted 
with precious stones, After his death, at the age of eighteen, or, according to other authorities, of - 
twenty-one—for he perished wfth his father in even such a mutiny of the soldiers as had placed 
them on the throne—when his head, all black and foul and emaciated as it had become, was carried, 
like Maximin’s, on a pike through the streets of Rome, it seemed that of a lovely ghost, umbra pul- 
cherrima, and excited an emotion of pity almost equal to the joy with which the other was con- 
templated. 

The simple-minded love and admiration, with which the cruel tyrant regarded the beauty of his 
son, form a redeeming trait in his character and are as touching as the affection of a polar bear or 
gorilla for its offspring. So implicitly did he rely on its power to captivate the heart, that in his last 
moments he presented Maximus in a suppliant attitude to the furious soldiery, confident that the 
sight would be sufficient to move them to But in vain! Parent and child were both slaught- 
ered amid the shouting of the murderers that ‘not a whelp of that villanous brood must be left 
alive”, ex pessimo genere ne catulum babendum.* 





FIRST UNITED STATES MINT. 


Editor American JournaL or Numismatics : 

Dear Sir: The photograph of the «Old Mint” from which the illustration in the present number 
was copied, was taken by myself, in the year 1854, at a time when photography was not so well 
understood as at present, and consequently is not as perfect as desirable; it is sufficient however to 
give a tolerably accurate idea of the condition and appearance of the unpretending birth-place of our 
homely but indispensable coinage, It is still standing (or was a few months since) apparently but 
little changed ; and it is tenanted (as it always has been since I first knew it) by workers in metals— 
a plumber, a metallic roofer, a silver plater, and an engraver occupying the premises, 

I am informed by a friend, who attended school in the neighborhood just previous to the removal 
of the establishment to its present quarters, that he distinctly recollects stopping at the window, in 
passing to and fro, to look with longing eyes at the bright pieces as they fell from the press with a 
ringing sound into the receptacle placed beneath; the only protection from the street being a wire 
screen across the window.} 

The act of Congress authorizing the establishment of the Mint was passed and received the 
approval of the President on the second of April, 1792, and measures were immediately taken by the 
administration, to render it effective, through the purchase of a lot and the erection of a building 
suitable for the purpose. 

The site selected was on the east side of Seventh street north of High street (now Market street), 
nearly opposite Filbert street, and was at the time of purchase occupied by an old still-house and 
frame dwelling-house. ‘The work was immediately commenced, and the foundation-stone was laid 
by David Rittenhouse (the first Director of the Mint), on the thirty-first day of July, 1792. On the 
seventh of September following it was so nearly completed that they were able to commence opera- 
tions in the building; and on the eleventh of the same month, according to an old mint record, “ six 
pounds of old copper were purchased for coinage”. 

The presses, three in number (having been imported from abroad), arrived on the twenty-fifth of 





* Many of the particulars contained in this article are derived from the “Museo Farnese”, a ponderous illustrated work in 
ten folio tomes, which we happen to possess, and which comprises disquisitions, antiquarian, historical and moral, on the 
Roman coins in the collection of the duke of Parma. It is interspersed with apt quotations from the writers of the Au- 
gustan History, some of which, chiefly by Julius Capitolinus, we have extracted at second hand. The erudition, to which 
they testity, must be credited to the good Jesuit Father Pedrusi, author of the work, whose portrait appears in the eighth 
volume, the last which he lived to complete. 

+ The bow-windows represented by the photograph are a modern improvement, having been put in since the removal of 
the Mint. 

















first Pnirep States Minr. 
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September, and were put into operation in October, being first used in striking the half-dimes 
referred to in Washington’s Address to.Congress, Nov. 6th, 1792.* 

J. Ross Snowden, in his work on the ** Washington and National Medals ”, says: “ The residence 
of the President being in High street}, only two or three squares from the Mint, he was in the habit 
of visiting it daily, as we are informed, and manifested a deep interest in its operations”. Hickox 
also, in his work an “ American Coinage”, in a foot note, p. 55, says: ‘* Washington manifested a 
lively interest in the progress of the work, and frequently visited the Mint. It is said that on one 
occasion, he brought with him a quantity of silver bullion to be coined into half-dimes{ (? half- 
dismes), not for currency but intended as presents for friends”.§ 

“«« Between this time and the close of the year 1792, several other pieces made their appearance from 
the Mint”, “ The first regu/ar return of coins, from the Chief-Coiner to the Treasurer of the 
Mint, took place on the first of March, 1793, and consisted of eleven thousand, one hundred and 
seventy-eight cents ”’.|| 

The operations of the Mint continued to be carried on in the old building until the year 1832, at 
which time the present handsome structure on Chestnut street, above Thirteenth street, was com- 
pleted and ready for use; the edifice previously occupied was then abandoned to other purposes; and 
though it still remains, a dilapidated and unsightly monument of the past, it will doubtless soon pass 


away, to be replaced by something more in harmony with its surroundings and better adapted to the 
wants of the present day. 


TRANSACTIONS OF SOCIETIES. 


AMERICAN NUMISMATIC AND ARCHAOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 


Norice.—Tbe American Numismatic and Archaological Society will be at all times pleased to communicate 
with any individuals or Societies, on Numismatic or Archeological topics, to answer questions and give 
all information desired. Letters of inquiry addressed to * Rosert Hewitt, Jr., 93 Wall St., Cor. 


Sec’y”, will receive prompt attention. 


Regular Meeting, October 8, 1868.—President Anthon in the chair. The minutes of the last 
meeting, June 25, were read and approved. 

Mr. Levick, associate-editor of the JournaL, made a report. After discussion, it was moved by 
Mr. Hanna, and carried, that the President address the leading Numismatic Societies in regard to 
the propriety of a yearly rotation among them and our own Society, in editing and publishing the 
JourNnaL. 

Mr. Parish, on behalf of the Lincoln Medal Committee, reported that, owing to the attention 
which the workmen have had to give to Election-Medals, the supply of the Lincoln Medals would 
be interrupted for a short time. 

Donations.—From Mr. E. Cogan, Sets of the Campaign-Medals for the approaching Election, 
by Key, Sigei, and Jacobus, in copper, brass and tin. From Mr. Applegate of San Francisco, a 
package of ** Electro-Silicon” (a substance from Nevada, resembling rotten-stone) for cleaning coins; 
also California Revenue-Stamps, and the Fifteenth Annual Report of the S. F. Mercantile Library 
Association. From Dr. Pratt, a Lincoln Medalet, of copper taken from the rebel ram Merrimac. 
From Mr. Stickney, the Catalogue of the East India Marine Society of Salem, with the supplement. 

The Corresponding Secretary read letters from Corresponding Members Leon Vita Cantoni of 
Venice, Stickney, Dr. James, J. T. Bates, Chas. Gschwend, Applegate, Mickley, G. M. Schmidt, 
and Parker. 

On proposal by Mr. Levick, Mr. J. Grier Ralston, of Morristown, Pa., was elected a Correspond- 
ing Member, 


It was announced that the subject of discussion at the next meeting would be the Coinage of Lord 
Baltimore, 





*The foregoing facts were taken from an article in the Historical Magazine, Vol. V., p. 277, and are there credited to 
the Philadelphia Evening Bulletin. 
t “ It stood on High St., one door east of the S. E. corner of Sixth St ",—Watson’s Annals of Philadelphia. “No, 1g0 

High St."—Philadelphia Directory, 1793. 

No doubt the same referred to in his address to Congress above-mentioned. 

Snowden, in the work before quoted, says: “they were of legal weight and fineness, and evidently intended for circula- 
tion”, and adds: “ it is believed that half-dimes to the amount of one hundred dollars were then struck and issued ”, 
|| Historical Magazine, Vol. V., p. 277 
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Regular Meeting, October 22, 1868.—Mr, Wood presented to the Society a fine silver medal 
by Loos. 

Mr. Betts exhibited, by favor of Mr. E. Cogan, the recently discovered ** Summer Island Six- 
pence”, It is of copper, but has manifest traces of silvering. ‘The obverse has the characteristic 
Hog, with the legend “Sommer Ilands VI”; the reverse, a ship under sail, as in the two known 
specimens of the shilling, but with differences of detail. 

On proposal by Mr. Levick, Mr. Peter Gschwend of Pittsburg, Pa., was elected a Corresponding 
Member. 

The President exhibited a silver medal of Pope Leo X., in perfect condition; obv., Portrait; 
rev., a female figure pouring coins from a cornucopia, leg. “ Liberalitas Pontificia”. It is the same 
medal, of which a bronze impression is pictured in the Pembroke Cabinet, Part 1v., Pl. 33, with 
the remark: ‘ The first Papal Medal of good work”. 

The discussion of the Coinage of Lord Baltimore was commenced, and Mr, Betts exhibited very 
fine specimens of the shilling and sixpence from his collection. 

James Oxiver, Recording Secretary. 





RHODE ISLAND NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION, 


The Society reassembled on Monday evening, Sept. 21st. An interesting letter from Mr. M. A. 
Stickney, of Salem, Mass., was read, accompanied by a pamphlet on American Currency, from the 
Historical Collections of the Essex Institute, Vol. 11., 1860. 

Mr. Joseph J. Mickley of Philadelphia, Pa., was elected to Honorary Membership. 

After the transaction of business, the Association adjourned to Oct. 19th. 

Regular Meeting, Oct. 19, 1868.—The President in the chair. The records of the last meeting 
were read and approved. Letters were read from Messrs. J. J. Mickley of Philadelphia, Pa., and 
T. E. Bond of Boston, Mass. 

The discussion, relative to the French Colonial Copper Coins of 1721-22 was resumed, and the 
matter disposed of by adopting resolutions to the effect: 

1. That strictly speaking, these pieces are not American coins, 

z. That the term ‘Louisiana Cents”, by which they are generally known, is a misnomer; and 

that “ French Colonial Coins” would be more appropriate. 

3. That the device does not denote “ Louis and Louisiana” or similar words, but is only a fanciful 

monogram of the initial of Louis. 

The Committee on Debates proposed that the Society investigate the history of the ‘* Granby” or 
“Higley” copper; and ascertain the number of varieties, and as nearly as possible the number of 
specimens now in existence: which was agreed to. 

On motion, the Association adjourned to November 16th. G, D. Hersey, Secretary. 





As the best means of fulfilling Mr, Hersey’s wish, expressed in the following communication, we 
take the liberty to print it. As to European Numismatic Societies, there are but three known to us: 
the «* Numismatic Society” of London, the ** Manchester Numismatic Society”, and the * Société 
Francaise de Numismatique et d’Archéologie” of Paris. 


Brown University : } 
Provipence, R. I., Nov. 7, 1868. 


Dear Six: I send herewith a report of the October meeting of our Association. I hope it is in time to appear in the 
Jovrnat for the present month. 

You see that we have bid farewell to the sunny South, and resolved to spend the winter in the land of steady habits: in 
other words, the “ diagonally crossed Ls”? which the society tried to explain a year ago, and which have ever since been 
taxing our ingenuity and patience, are at last elucidated; and we have turned our attention to to the early Connecticut coin 
known as the “Granby”, or “ Higley” copper. 

We would consider it a special favor, if you would insert a notice of our undertaking in some appropriate place in the 
Journat, and suggest that collectors, having specimens, codperate with us by sending descriptions of the same. 

Our chief reason for coming to the conclusion which we reached respecting the crossed Ls, was that the initial letters of 
many of the French kings exist on their coins in the same arrangement; for instance: two Hs on some of the coins of 
Henry II, Henry III, Henry IV; two Cs on those of Charles VIII; two Ls on those of Louis XI11, Louis XIV, and 
Lou's XV. The number of the letters is not always limited to two; if there were a uniformity of that kind, we might 
expect a cause for it, The above statements were communicated by Mr, Mickley. 

Mr. Stickney, of Salem, Mass., writes that he has a 10 centime piece of Lovis XVIII, of the Isle of Bourbon, 1816, and 
of French Guiana, 1818, both with the monogram. 

From these and other facts which were brought before the Society, we were led to adopt a series of Resolutions, the sub- 
stance of which I have embodied in the Report. 

Hoping that ere long you will find leisure to send the list of European Societies, to which I referred in a former letter, 
and wishing you success in bringing to the light the varieties of the 1793 cent, I remain 

Very respectfully yours, Grorce D. Hersey. 
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THE RANDALL SALE IN PHILADELPHIA, 


No. 299 State Street, ery aa 
My Dear Sir, 6th November, 1868. 

I promised to you an account, in the Journat, of the Sale of Coins held in Philadelphia, on the 28th and 29th of last 
month, said to be the property of Colvin Randall, Esq. I proceed therefore to give you the prices of the pieces of most 
interest. 1794 Dollar brought $42; this piece was not up to the description, 1851, Fine Proof, $45; 1852, $423 
another 1852 Dollar, not Proof, brought $23; 1858 Dollar, $11. In the Half-Dollars, the finest piece was the 1852, 
which brought, $4. The Quarters presented no feature worthy of remark beyond the fact of five or six of them being 
described as Proofs, without stating that they were considerably injured by circulation, The Dime of 1796 brought $2.12; 
1798, $3.75; and 1800, $3.25; these were much over-described, as you may suppose from the above prices. Inthe Half- 
Dimes, the only two worthy of any mention are the 1795 and the 1846; the first of these was an unusually fine one, and 
brought $12; the latter, also remarkably fine, for this date, brought $2.75. In regard to the Cents, I regret to say that 
many of them were ridiculously over-described—in the earlier dates especially. The 1793 Cents, for instance, were sold at 
the following prices: Lot 374, $6; 375, $1.25; 376, $2.70; 377, $2. No. 378, described as a really beautiful Coin— 
uncirculated—brought the Aigh price of $9.75. For this, you may readily imagine, I had a pretty tall bidding, but could not 
think of even offering for it, excepting for my lowest bid, which was $10.10; and I did not even offer anything like the 
price at which it was knocked down, This piece was very much rubbed, and upon my objecting to its description, I was 
coolly told that it waé uncirculated for a 1793 Cent. 379, $5.50; 380, $33 381, $15; 3814, $1.12; 396, 1797 Cent, $6. 
The 1799 Cents were over-described; the first lot, 400, brought $7; 401, $15.50; 402, $7; 406, $4; 410, $4.75; 
412, $5.505 413, $3.87; 417, $6; 429, $3.25; 430, $2.75. In the Half-Cents, the only pieces worth mentioning are 
517, $3.50; 519, $3.50; 521, $2.62; and 548, $7. This last was an 1841 Half-Cent, and the very reverse of its 
description, The Pattern-pieces, which fortunately left but little chance for any errors in their description, were the chief 
objects in the Sale, and brought, in some few cases, very high prices : 






















































Lot 570, Mule Nickel Cent of 1858, - - $5.25 Lot 584, Five-Cent piece in Nickel, - - $16.00 
575, Copper Dollar, 1866, - . - 6.50 585, Another variety, - - - 17.00 
$77, 1838, Proof Dollar, . . - 35.00 586, as « - : - - 21.00 
578, 1839, “ “ é .. id 30.00 5387, “ “ re 3 é a 4.00 
Another, not in the Catalogue, circulated, - 20.00 | 588, “ in Copper, - - : - 6,00 
582, Copper Half-Dollar, - - - 4.00 | 589, Three-Cent piece in Copper,- —- 3.50 
583, Half-Disme, nor the finest ever offered 
at Auction by a good many, - 24.00 


In the Colonials, the prices of the pieces of most apparent interest, that were sold, were 609, Chalmers Shilling, $6; 
Three-pence, $5; Kentucky Cent, thick die, $5; Massachusetts Half-Cents of 1787 and 1788,88 each. In the Wash- 
ington pieces and the Medals, the following are the only pieces worth noticing : 


Lot 639, Washington Funeral Medal, $6.00 | Lot 656, Johnson Medal, $11.50 | Lot 673, Alex. Hamilton, - - $12.00 


The two first Coins in the Culonial Series, Lots 601 and 6014, the “ Non Dependens Status” and “ Immunis Columbia”, ; 
we were told, were put in by another party (and one well-known to collectors), and that they would not be offered unless 
they were started at One Hundred Dollars each!!! I offered to make an offer on the * Non Dependens Status", on con- 
dition of the party having the option of returning it if he did not approve of the manner in which the piece had been 
represented in the Catalogue. ‘This proposition was rejected by the parties who got up the Sale, as we were told it did not 
belong to them; but upon the remark being made that they were beautiful pieces, and perfectly uncirculated, I denied that 
this observation was correct in regard to the first one, when I was told that it was uncirculated for so rare a Coin, by a party 
in whose judgment I had placed more confidence than to suppose he would think it necessary to make anything so like an 
apology for a piece being misrepresented. The pieces were allowed to be withdrawn. The Immunis Columbia was a 
beautiful specimen, but the idea of putting $100 upon the common type of this series, was simply ridiculous. I had between 
sixteen and eighteen hundred dollars worth of orders ; but from the manner in which the greatest portion of those I was 
instructed to bid upon were described, I was not able to bid upon them, and purchased only to the extent of four hundred 
dollars. Yours faithfully, 

To Dr. Chas, E, Anthon. Epwarp Coan. 





REMINISCENCES OF COIN-COLLECTING. 
BY JOS. N. T. LEVICK. 


If the readers of the introduction to the discussion of the ’93 cent, in the last number, have not already become wearied 
of me, I should like to digress from that subject—with a view to gain time for all. possible accuracy in my remarks and 
photographs—and indulge during the interval in a few reminiscences of coin-collecting in general, dating from a time when @ 
the study of numismatics was confined to comparatively few persons; and I trust that my recollections may not be tedious 
or uninteresting. Western and Southern subscribers undoubtedly have no objection to hear a few incidents in connection 
with the early history of our pursuit, for it is they who seem to appreciate the Journat most highly. This I infer from the 
fact that I am the recipient of more letters from those quarters than from elsewhere, and they express great satisfaction and 
delight in reading the Journar. Letter-writing on the experiences of collectors, such as the very few furnished by our 
worthy townsman, Mr. Cogan, seem to take the popular fancy best; for he has received numerous communications urging 
him to furnish more such articles. : 

The Philadelphians undoubtedly recollect how particularly pleasant it was to visit Mr, Cogan’s store, aside from business, 
for the reason that he always made it so, by his continually having something rich and rare to exhibit. As he is a gentleman 
of great conversational powers and amiable temper, besides being well supplied with anecdotes and Yokes, his place was well ~ 
attended ; in truth, it was difficult for the collectors to remain away from his store over twenty-four hours at any time. As 
for me, I dropped all otber pleasures, preferring to go to Mr. Cogan’s to see what was to be seen and learn any news that 
might be stirring in the numismatic world. Goat what hour you might, you would be sure of meeting some one, and 
frequently strangers from New York, Boston, Baltimore, and other parts of the country. In the evenings, most generally, 
the same faces were recognized, and many friendships were formed thereby. One custom existed among the principal 
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Philadelphia collectors, and that was the interchanging of visits, accompanied by a liberal display of each other's collections 
and the imparting of all the knowledge and information that each possessed. Thus arose a spirit of emulation and an 
immense competition for fine and rare pieces. Mr. Mickley’s residence was frequented by almost all the collectors, for he 
was always pleased to receive and entertain visitors, and so large, fine and varied was his collection that to examine it was 
equivalent to learning much. There indeed we saw the rarest of the rare, and the finest of the fine, and this made us more 
fastidious in regard to our selection of pieces for our own cabinets, 

Fine and rare coins always being in demand, the great question, when Mr. Cogan procured a piece, was who should have 
it; for all wanted it and were willing to pay Mr. Cogan’s price for it. This then was one great source of perplexity to Mr. 
Cogan, namely, whom he should decide to favor with it, It was also highly instructive and beneficial to be a member of 
the Numismatic Society of Philadelphia, for, instead of meeting at one designated place, the monotony was removed by 
the members’ meeting at their respective houses, and the meetings were made interesting and pleasant by the sight of the 
fine collection of coins of the party at whose house we met. I shall never forget one of our meetings at the residencé of 
the late Richard W. Davids, and how we laughed at some of his large foreign silver pieces, which looked as if, in case of 
necessity, they might answer well for dinner plates. This Society has since grown to such a magnitude that it has now a 
hall at which its meetings are held, and the Cabinet and Library are arranged in it for inspection. I fear, however, that of 
late years, this Society has lost its identity with Numismatics, for many of the old coin collectors are no longer conspicuous 
in the proceedings. They seem to have allowed the Society to go into the hands of those who take a deeper interest in 
matters of History, Archzology, &c., and place coins in the background. 

It was in 1858 that Mr.-Cogan parted with his fine set of Cents, which he was induced to do in order to gratify his 
numerous friends. Interesting accounts of that then fine sale can be read by reference to his several letters in the former 
numbers of Volumes I. and II. of this Journat. 

The disposition of Mr. Cogan’s collection was without doubt the commencement of the furore for collecting fine cents and 
of the paying of such extraordinary prices for remarkable specimens. From the published accounts of this Sale my attention 
was first drawn to the subject, and there dates the starting point of my collecting. It is fresh in my memory with what 
vigor I entered into the collecting of Cents. In the short space of ten months, I had formed a collection that defied compe- 
tition in Philadelphia. I managed to secure many of the best Cents in the Foote and Gratz collections, and so eager was I 
to have the first chance at Mr. Foote’s best pieces, that I arose several times during the night before the sale, fearing I should 
oversleep myself; and finally I got dressed and wended my way to the spot, and was waiting at Mr. Cogan’s store by 5 o'clock 
in the morning (which amusing circumstance he has many a time told to the collectors), and, much to my annoyance, was 
kept waiting for a proper business hour before commencing the sale, he deeming it unfair that I should have such an advan- 
age over all other purchasers. 

[To BE CONTINUED. ] 





BIANCHI. 


We are induced to devote a paragraph or two, to this accomplished Italian artist, of whom our 
knowledge is more limited than we could wish, in consequence of our having lately received from a 
valued correspondent, George L. Phillips, Esq., of Dayton, Ohio, a letter in which he takes occasion 
to describe a Medal just presented to him, and with which he was previously unacquainted, He 
believes it, on the information of the donor, to be “a bronze copy of a medal which took the prize 
at the Paris Exposition. It is of size 51, by the American scale. On the obverse is the profile of Pius 
IX., with the words PIVS IX PONT. MAX, and beneath the bust is the engraver’s name 1, BIANCHI. 
The Pope is clad in his pontifical robes, and the engraving of them is very fine. The reverse repre- 
sents the interior of the Basilica of St. Paul ‘ fuori /e mura’, outside the walls of Rome, a8 resto 
after its destruction by fire. I must say that it is the finest work I have ever seen ona medal, The 
scene represents a long hall, and the Corinthian capitals of the pillars on each side are carved most 
exquisitely, The decorations of the ceiling and the figures on the dome in the distance are most 
distinctly exhibited. ‘The legend reads as follows: PIVS. IX. P. M. BASILICAM. PAOLI. 
APOST. AB. INCENDIO. REFECTAM. SOLEMNI, RITV. CONSECRAVIT. IV. ID. 
DEC. MDCCCLIV. I have here given you a very long description of the medal. It will seem 
especially tedious to you, if (as is not improbable) you have a duplicate in your cabinet.” Thus far 
our correspondent. 

We are not so fortunate as to possess a copy of this work of art, which we have no doubt oe 
merits the encomiums of its worthy owner. Rich architecture, well delineated on a medal, has al- 
ways seemed to us exceedingly effective. We are acquainted moreover with Bianchi’s style, from his 
medal on the promulgation of the dogma of the Immaculate Conception, which is-one of our most 
valued pieces. It is of silver, size 28. The obverse presents a bust of the Pope in calotte, moxzetta, 
and sto/a. On the stole are mjnutely traced, within an ornamental border, the ¢ye and triangle in 
rays, a lamb, the tiara and keys, and the orb of empire. On the reverse appears the interior of St. 
Peter’s. Pius IX, at the high altar, attended by a great throng of prelates, is reading the new 
article of faith. Above stands the Virgin Mary on the crescent, amid clouds, and surrounded by a 
multitude of angels, From a radiant Dove over her head a beam descends upon the Pope. The ex- 
ecution of all these numerous details is exquisite and masterly, and the perspective is successfully 
maintained, 

It would seem, therefore, that Bianchi follows, as a medallic artist, the same path which has been 
pursued of late years in painting by Meissonier, and others of the same school, aiming at extra- 
ordinary minuteness combined with accuracy and effect. We hope to learn more of him and of his 
works, 








